HISTORY OF DISTRICT CENSUS HANDBOOK

District manuals compiled and published prior
to 1905 by the erstwhile composite Madras Govern-
ment contained not only particulars of items of
more or less a permanent character such as physical
characteristics, history, religion and ethnography,
but also a few statistical tables including those
relating to population which became obsolete
within a few years of publication Later, the
Madras Government replaced the District manuals
by another publication viz , the District Gazetteers
consisting of two volumes A and B Volume A
contained descriptive and such general tables as
might be necessary to explain the text and volume B
contained detailed statistics. It was decided
that volume B should be brought out periodically
after each Decennial Census so that they contain
the latest statistics Volume A was published for
some districts between 1905 and 1927 m the
composite Madras State The publication of
Volume A was discontinued in 1927 Volume B was
published for all the districts of the composite
Madras State between 1906 and 1915 The publica-
tion of Volume B was also stopped after 1931
Census Due to the World War II, they were not
published after the 1941 Census

Similarly in the erstwhile Hyderabad State
also the Gazetteer volumes were brought out for
some of the districts

The scheme of publication of revised District
Gazetteers was started m 1958 by the State Govern-
ments and in this State, the Gazetteers of all the
districts except Hyderabad and Ongole have been
published

The Village Statements : Apart from the Dis-
trict Manual and Gazetteers the Census data upto
village level used to be published in a brochure
called 'Village Statement' for each District imme-
diately after every census from 1872 upto 1941.

The village statements presented only the
number of occupied houses and population by
religion of each village and town. From 1951
Census, the village statements were replaced by the
District Census Handbooks

District Census Handbooks * Sri R A Gopala
Swamy, I C S the then Registrar General, India
and Ex-officio Census Cosmmissoner of India
pioneered the idea of compiling the District Census
Handbooks for each district and introduced the
same in 1951 Census This was envisaged as part
of the plan intended to secure an effective method of
preserving the census records prepared for areas
below the district level He proposed that all the
District Census Tables and Census Abstracts pre-
pared during the process of sorting and compila-
tion, should be bound together in a single manu-
script volume called the 'District Census Handbook'
and suggested to the State Governments that the
Handbook with or without the addition of other
useful information relating to the District should
be printed and published at their own cost, in the
same manner as the village statistics of the last
censuses This suggestion was accepted by most
of the State Governments Both the composite
Madras State-and the erstwhile Hyderabad State
accepted this suggestion and published the District
Census Handbooks for each district at their own
cost In the erstwhile Hyderabad State, the District
Census Handbooks were brought out in two parts.
Part I containing the administrative statistics and
Part II the census tables whereas in composite
Madras State, the Handbooks were brought out in
one single volume for each district
Pattern of DistrictCensus Handbooks at 1961:
At the 1961 Census, the scope of the District
Census Handbooks was enlarged significantly by
Sri Ashok Mitra, I C.S., the then Registrar General,
India. District Census Handbooks of 1961 of
Andhra Pradesh included four parts. The first part
contained narrative description of the physical
features, history, social, economic and demogra-
phic characteristics, the progress made m each
field of administration over the past decades and a
brief gazetteer of places The second part contained
the administrative statistics of various depart-
ments. The third part contained the 1961 Census
tables viz , General Population Tables, Economic
Tables on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.
The fourth part consisted of village and town
directory which was the most vital part of the